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Good mo「 n｜ ng Lad｜esand Gent｜ emen-and ave〃 war)nwe︴cUme tU mernbers Ufthe

internationa〡 and｜ oca｜ rnediafUrthisPreSSCUnferencefU「 the34thedⅢ UnUfAPLFand｜

hUpeyUuarea∥ 〡ookingfUn〃 ardtUthreeStimu〡 a∥ ngandinte「 es哲ngdayshereinHUngK° ng.

BefUre｜ begin〡 wUu︳dl:keto:ntroducetoyoutheothe「 rrIembers ofthepane｜ :Un rny〢 ght

is Frank Boeh｜ y, P「eSident Uf France’ s Consei｜  Nationa︳  Du CuiΓ  and the Semaine

:nte「 nationa｜ duCu｜
「
andDirector ofAP∟ FandUn rny｜ eft isPerHneArdUu｜ n,EventDi「ector

UfAPLFandWhowi｜ ｜begⅣingyouarun-down ont㏑ efactsandπ guresUfthefa｜ rsaswe∥

asUn someofthehigh｜ ightswehave｜ ｜nedupfoFyouthiSyearduⅡ ngtheth「eedaysU了 the

fair

Todaywea「 eheΓeatthePressCUnferenceabUuttWUWeeksearlierthanin preViouSyears.

丁hedecisionwastakentUrnovethedatesUfAPL「 fUmardtUrnid-Marchp〢 ma㏕ ytUa∥ Uw

manufacturersanddesigners tUhavernUreImetUdeve｜ opthei「 prUductSandchUUsethe:r

mate兩 a︳SfUrthe「 a｜｜′VVinte「 2U18′2U19co∥●ctionS Th:sdatechangea｜ sUdiStancesAPLF

thiSyearandinfutuFeyearsfrUmtheEaSteruJeekhU｜ idayswhichtendedtUc｜ aSh、Ⅳ技hthe

fa〡
「
frUrn tirne to time and made aiΓ  trave｜  and hote〡s more crowded, expens:ve and

cUmpIicatedowingtoEastervacat:Uners.

丁hiSyea「 we have a difFerentfUπ natfo「 the Press CUnfe「encewhichWeW∥｜ nUwget

undem趙ybyShowingUuΓ pre-fair prUrnoti。 na｜ videoihatwaspub｜ishedinDecembe「 and

Ⅵ月∥gⅣ eusaⅡ agoodideaoftheatrnosphereandfeatuΓ esfrUm︳ astyea′ ssucCeSSfu｜ event.

βHU眑〢/IDEU9

｜fyou have not Seen the videU befU「 e it is ava∥ ab〡e Uh the AP∟ F YUu了 ube chahne｜ .

ManyUfyUuwi︳ ｜ reca｜ lthesuccessfu｜ APLFevent of｜astyeaΓ vvh｜chWaSdynarnicina∥

senses、ⅣithbuSinessbeingdoneandˋⅣascharacte〢 Sedbythehigh｜ ysucceSSfu｜ Iaunchof
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the「evampedcomponent sectorunderthenameofMate〢 a︳ s+upstairs inHa!｜ 3a｜ongw忙 h

Fash〡 onAccess.

ThiSyearAP╙F∟eather&MateⅡ a︳s+andFashionAccesswⅢ bejUinedbytheretur(9of

Cashmere VVor)d whUse previUus edi由 Un WaS in Septembe「  2U16. ｜n efFect, llve a「e

p皊SentingatⅡ p｜eeventUfrna抬 〢a｜S,fashiUnaccessU〢esand｜uxu呼 ΠbreScUrnp｜ emented

by氰〃° m到°
「
c。nferencescUve〢ngkey治 SueSUfsustainabi︳ :ㄅ andfUU｛ wea「 retai｜ .

了hebackdrUp to thiSyea′sevent｜ sencouragingfrUrnarnacFUeconorn｜ cpoint ofviewwhich

Shou〡dgivesomecUn莉 dencetUbuyerSC。 ns｜ de〢 ngthat｜ eatheΓ astheyaretoday.

G｜UbaIstUckmarkets reachedrecord｜ eve︳sea〢〡erthisyea「 anddesp托 eΓecent p㎡ cevU｜ ati︳ ity

sI∥ reflectapUsitivegrUuthoutlUok.了 heIaSt〡 MFgrUwthforecastforg｜ Uba｜ GDPissued｜ n

Januan◤ 2U18notesthatthestrongerrnomenturnUf37U/.expe〢 encedin2U17iSeXpected

tocaπyintU2U18and2U19,withg｜ Uba｜ grU㏕hrevisedup to39%fUrbUthyears.

Ba〡n&CUrepUrtedthat〡 uxun′ secto「 sa｜es inChinahadincreasedby+2U%in2U17-a

start｜ ingreboundfrUmthedU｛ drurns the『 ηarketwas indu〢 ng2U16andthis trendIUoks set

tUcUntinueinto2U18.

CUnsumeFcon∥ denceisbuoyantin theUS,EurUpeandChina.EurUpeanGDPhasshUwn

itsbest perfUrlnancein the〡 astdecadeand〡 ndia’ secUnomy｜ sa｜sUexpectedtogrUwby

7.5%in2U18accUrdingto rninistγ γf°recasts.

｜ntereStratesandinfla︴ Un ratesremain｜ owin｜ ndustⅡa“sedcount〢es1.vheFemost ofthe

demandfo「 cUnSume「 goodscomesfrUm.Afte「 areco「dyea「 in2U17fUrg｜ Uba︳ autUmob∥ e

sa｜ es,aconso︳ idationatthese｜ eve︳s isexpectedbyrnanyautUana｜ ysts.

了he ｜eathe「 industry, on theothe「 hand, desp竹 egooddemandfrUrn theuphUISteⅣ and

autUmUtivesectUrs,has st｜ ∥yettUrecove「 thefu∥ rnaFketshareit｜ ostfrorn2U15Unwards

assyntheticswe「 epΓeferredbydesignersandmanufactu「 ersafteΓ ｜eatherpHceditselfUut

ofthernarketcu｜ rninating:nautumn2U14.
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VVithcaSualandst「eet-ulearbeingdUrninatedbytheboom in sneake「 Sa｜eSWUrldⅣ vide,推

maytakesometirnefUr｜ e白therto regain itsfbotho〡 d｜ntheshoesecto「 .Neverthe｜ ess,an

Uve「hangofsupp〡 ieShasdepressedp〢cesthat、Ⅳi∥ he｜pmanufactu〢 ngmargins prUvided

thatdesigners tu「 ntheirattentiUnbacktU｜ eathe「 incUrningseasUns.

∟etus notfU「getthatAPLFis p「 imaⅡ｜yabusiness p｜ atfUπη andameeIng p｜ acefor the

｜eathe「  indus甘y that wi︳ ︳ re月ect the tone o了  the maΓket yet, at the Same time, offe「

oppUrtunities fUrsupp｜ iers and theircustomers to gettUgethe﹂  make and cUnsU｜ idate

businesscUntacts,c︳ oSedea｜ sanddeve︳opanoutlookUnwhattheΓestUftheyearmayho︳ d

fU「 theSectU「

Th｜ S｜Sthero〡 eofAP∟ F-SuppUFtingthe｜ eathe「 andfashiUnsectorbyactua∥ ybeingan

;ntegra｜ partUfit.

Eachyea「 atAP∟
「
therearenewand「 eturr9ingexhibitU「 S.AtthiSyea′ S｜ eatherfai「 weare

de︳ ightedtowe｜ cUmebackanationa〡 presencefrUmtheEgyptiantannersaSMre∥ asofFe〢 ng

a、Ⅳarrnwe｜cometoπveexh:b∥ ｜ngcUmpan｜esfrUmSudanthataΓeappea㎡ ngfor thefiFst

tirneUntheintemat｜ ona｜ stage.VVevv｜shbothde｜egations iheve�′bestUfbuSinessatthis

yeaˊ sfai「 !

｜aIsowant togⅣ easpec:a︳ we︳ cUmetoDΓ .ArkebeUqubay,Min治 teΓ andSpecia｜ Adviser

to theP〢me︳Ⅵiniste「 ofEthiopia、ⅣhUis preSentheretodayandwi∥ giveakeynoteaddress

UnE的始p伯 -ΛηEme㎎ingMaη vfacfEf店ngH.rb.

Wea「ea｜sohonouΓedtohaveD「  VViI︳ iam「ungKwok-Lun,President,L:&「 ungLirnk蚓

WhoiSan o伯 ciaIngguestUftheCaShmereWUrldUpen｜ ngCerern:onyWhichtakesp｜ aceat

11:3UthiSrIlUrl9:ngⅡ ghtafte「 thiSpFessconference.

Fo「 thefUurthed〡Ⅱon oftheG︳ oba｜ Foo㎞ea「 Retai｜ CUnference(GFRc),AP∟ Fhas

cU｜ ｜aboratedwiththeFUo㏑ earDistlbutorS&Retai︳ ers ofAme〢 ca(FDRn)tUUrgan｜ sea

prUgrammethatwi｜ ｜prUjectthefutu皊
。
ffU°代Ⅳearretai｜ andthechangeSit治 undergUing.
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Fash:onAccessw｜ ∥bec︳eaFlyd〡 videdinto threeseparate“ zoneS” thisyeartUa∥Uwbuyers

easiernavi9at｜ onUfthefai「 andrnakethernUst ofthei「 t〡mein thefairgrUunds.┬ hefai「 has

beensegmentedintUthefU∥ owingneⅥ′zones:

BrandAvenue

Des:gnStreet

Sourc︳ ngZone

了hecUmbinat｜UnofSUurcingZUnefrUmmanufacturers p｜ ustheo〢 gina︳ des｜gns thatcanbe

fUundinDesignStreetandBrandAvenuernakeFash｜ onAccessaunique｜ y「oundedevent

cate〢 ngfU「 eveⅣ typeUfbuyerseekingo〢 gina︳ fashiUnaccesso兩 eSand“｜ookS”

CashmereVVor︳ d「etumsafte「 anabsenceUf18rnUnthsastheon｜ ytradefairdedicatedtU

cashme「eand兩ne兩 breS. !t｜s nowstrategica∥yp｜aceda｜ongsideAsia’ S!eadingfashion

accessU〢 esfai「 -FashionAccess＿
—
andAP∟

「
which｜ Stheworld’ s rnUst influenIa〡 bus｜ ness

p〡atforrnfU「 ｜eathe「 andfaShiUn.

了hiSyeaΓ thereisapart〡cu｜arlystFUngpresenceUfcompaniesfrUrl9!nne「 MUngo｜ iaaSChina

maintains丘 SeXpUrtU〢 entedstrategyasthe、 ⅣUrld’sbiggest prUducerofcashmeFegarrnents

ofFC︻ ngitscFea百 onSt° theinterr9aUona｜ buyersⅣvho、Ⅳi∥ ViSitCaShmereWUrld.

A∥ thiSinforlnationandmuchmoreis read∥ yava:︳ ab︳efrUmtheAPLFⅦ哈bS∥eandmob∥e

app thatcanbedown｜Uad﹉edhereatthefai「.︳ tvVi∥ he〡pguideyouthrUughthe了 〢ngeevents,

cUnfe「encesandh｜ gh｜ ightswh｜chPe〣 neWi｜ ︴nUwcove「 fU「 uS.

PeFr｜ ne,p｜ease.‥ ‥
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