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CALL FOR PAPERS

We are pleased to invite you to present your work at the 20™ International Technical Footwear
Congress of the International Union of Shoe Industry Technicians (UITIC), which will be held
on 16-18 May 2018 in Porto. UITIC has entrusted the organization to the CTCP (Footwear
Technological Centre of Portugal) and APICCAPS (Footwear and leather Portuguese
association).

Footwear manufacturers and experts will discuss on the future of the footwear factories
and the main innovations will be presented. The common topic will be:

FROM FASHION TO FACTORY: A NEW TECHNOLOGICAL AGE

Modern digital technology has transformed consumer behavior, as well as sustainability
matters including: environmental, fiscal and societal, all of which when combined, will
irrevocably alter the entire footwear industry. Frequently, new consumer trends emerge and
the importance of fashion becomes preponderant in every markets (safety, sports, children,
senior...).

Since the first gathering of the UITIC Congress in 1970, there has never been such a
boundless period of technological transformation as today, similar in amplitude to that of the
19th Century industrial revolution. Previously discarded organizational and technological
practices have emerged again under a new modern context. Customization within design and
manufacturing, once thought virtually extinct, now dominates the industry, requiring production
tools along with an always more important flexibility and reactivity.

Advances in computing, chemistry, robotics and material science technology will continue to
exponentially increase, at such a rapid pace that our current growth period will appear
stagnated. The footwear industry, the foundation of fashion and our consumers, manufacturers
and providers of logistical services will all be deeply impacted.

Sustainability must be one of the highest priorities for the footwear industry in order to remain
competitive. To prolong sustainability in this dynamic market requires companies to be agile,
innovative, and technologically proficient, while forming closer relationships with the consumer.

Staff have to be prepared to these new issues, new jobs, and new management methods. The
footwear industry won’t be able to succeed this technological mutation, if it has not taken into
account this crucial dimension.

With this in mind, the 20" UITIC Congress is pleased to present innovative solutions to cope
with the future consumers’ needs and prepare what will become the new technological age.

UITIC, CTCP and APICCAPS count on your cooperation to propose an attractive event
to the worldwide footwear community!

http://www.porto2018.uitic.org/
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1. HEADLINES OF THE CONGRESS

SESSION 1: New products, New services linked to consumers’ needs

To understand the needs of the markets including the niche markets, consumers’ needs, and
to propose an answer to it with new products, new materials, new concepts. Innovative,
realistic and concrete solutions are expected, particularly on the following subjects:

e Consumers’ needs analysis

¢ Monitoring of the factors shaping fashions

e Permanent market research consumer-oriented

e Connected products

e Customization

e Innovation in footwear design

e Innovation in new services linked to the footwear market

e Innovative materials

¢ Integrating monitoring and control technologies into footwear

o Atrtificial intelligence to drive fashion and understand consumers

SESSION 2: Intelligent development and manufacturing: towards a technological
revolution

To deal with these major economic, technological, organizational challenges, industrials have
to rethink their tools. New technologies are indispensable means to provide more improved,
secure, flexible, reliable, competitive tools. They constitute a vast field of improvement in the
overall competitiveness of the company. It is essential to reduce the times of innovation,
design and production, through the massive use of models and digital data exchanges. These
topics could be proposed:

¢ Intelligent factories (Industry 4.0)

e Smart Robotics in manufacturing processes

¢ New CAD-CAM platforms, new PLM, and new ICT peripherals

e Multiple and advanced applications of additive manufacturing (3D printing and others)
e Modelling and simulation tools (product or process performance)

e Assistance to operators :cognitive (through AR and VR) or physical

e Concrete and innovative solutions to improve flexibility and reactivity

e Process data gathering and analysis (footwear big data and analytics)

http://www.porto2018.uitic.org/
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SESSION 3: Sustainability, supply chain transparency and regulatory trends impacting
on factories

Taking into account that consumers and distributors’ expectations on societal and
environmental aspects will more and more impact footwear factories.

Clean and safe factories, implicated into their industrial ecosystem, thrifty in raw materials and
energy, controlled supply chain, whatever the supplier's rank, will be essential for all the
footwear manufacturers.

This session will include all papers concerning these topics:
e Ecology & shoes integrating “eco-materials”
e Sustainability of factories
e Labeling systems and market/consumer confusion
e Standardization and certification
e Prevention of environmental risks
e Supply chain management
e Traceability ( leather, materials, components, shoes)
e Durability and quality of products

o Life Cycle Assessment, recyclability

SESSION 4: Logistics, Advanced retail and marketing

The development of e-business and its impact on logistics and distribution, personalized
product development, new sales concepts, organization of the supply chain to anticipate
market requirements. Innovative, realistic and concrete solutions are expected, particularly on
the following subjects:

* New consumers and new distribution channels

* Next generation of 3D configurators and Augmented Reality
* Innovation in distribution systems

* Improved integration and management of the value chain

* Innovation in logistics system

* New communication tools for companies

* Retail driven on demand manufacturing

http://www.porto2018.uitic.org/
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SESSION 5: Human centered factories and a new way of management

The new technological age in which we are entering, will impose deep evolutions regarding
man’s place in footwear industry. It needs a human-centred factory, in order to better take into
account collaborators’ expectations all along their active life and better attract talents it needs.
Digital revolution will strongly impact the skills required and new jobs will emerge.

Innovative, realistic and concrete solutions are expected, in particular on the following
subjects:

e Evolution of the initial training

¢ New methods for skill development

¢ New ways of management to improve motivation

e Increasing attractiveness for the footwear industry

e New know-how required for advanced design and manufacturing

e New training tools (e-learning, virtual reality....)

2. CALL FOR PROPOSAL - General Information

The Scientific Committee propose two categories of presentation:

- Spoken presentation: Speech (20 min) and questions

- Visual presentation: Poster exhibited during all the congress — Work Presentation during the
breaks — formal presentation could be organized ( depending of the scientific program
schedule)

a. Submission Process:

e The online abstract submission will be open soon on http://www.porto2018.uitic.org

¢ All abstracts must be submitted online no later than 20 December 2017. Please note that
abstracts sent by fax or regular mail will not be accepted. Abstracts submitted after this date
will not be considered.

e One presenting author may submit only two abstracts.

e The author who submits the abstract will be notified the receipt of abstract and assigned an
abstract number by organizers. Please refer to this abstract number in all correspondence.
Please contact the Congress Secretariat if the notification is not received within a week of
submission.

e Individuals may submit their abstract for consideration in either poster or oral presentation.
Abstracts not offered an oral presentation will be offered a poster presentation. Abstracts
should contain sufficient data to represent the proposed presentation and fall within the scope
of the Congress. Abstract that does not include sufficient data or does not fall within the scope
of the congress may be rejected.

http://www.porto2018.uitic.org/
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« The abstracts will be reviewed by the Scientific Committee. The presenting author will be
notified about the final decision regarding the acceptance or rejection of the paper by
30 January 2018 at the latest. If you have NOT received a notification letter about your
submitted abstract, please contact: congressabstract@uitic.org

¢ All Full Papers must be submitted online no later than 15 April 2018.
» Accepted abstracts will be published in the proceedings of the Congress.

e The Scientific Committee reserve the right to allocate abstracts into sessions as they see fit, in
accordance with the overall program objectives.

e Further information on presentation requirements and preparation of posters will be
provided on the website in due time.

b. Instructions to prepare abstracts and submission:

e All abstracts must be written in English.

¢ All abstracts must be approved by all authors before submission. The presenting author will
receive all correspondence concerning the abstract and he is in charge of informing the other
authors of the status of the abstract.

e Presenter Name & Title & Address— List the full name and title of the person who will present
the paper. List the name of the department, institution and full postal address (including
Zip/postal code and country, e-mail).

¢ Authors' names and other details should be entered in the appropriate fields.

 Select the relevant session you are submitting your abstract.

e Select the presentation type (oral or poster).

o Title of abstract: it should be short but descriptive. Title should be entered in the "Title Field".

o Abstract text should be entered in the "abstract field". Abstract should be 200-250 words. The
system will not accept the submission of the abstract if it is more than 250 words.

e Abstracts must use correct grammar and punctuation. Standard abbreviations may be used.

e Changes are not permitted after submission deadlines.

http://www.porto2018.uitic.org/
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